LTSD Bands Commission Proposal

The 4 — 12 grade bands seek to begin an annual, ongoing commission series beginning in 2024.
The purpose of this project would be to provide students with an opportunity to enrich their
learning by connecting with composers (writers) with the music (curriculum). Our students’
ability to learn to connect, engage, and learn with the curriculum is paramount to the educational
process in the full-ensemble courses.

While commissioning new works of music alone is an enriching opportunity for students to
experience, the second half of the proposal/vision of the project would to have the composer-in-
residence. During this period in time, the students in the school with the newly commissioned
work would have the opportunity to receive unparalleled feedback, critique, and instruction from
the original source of the work. Not only would we want to have the composer work with the
school whom the composition was originally created but also with the other buildings and
ensembles, providing students in all 4% — 12 grades the opportunity to work for and receive
instruction from leaders in the field.

The band directors envision a series that rotates between the buildings each year. For example, in
2024 the Middle School would commission a new work, in 2025 Schick would commission a
new work, and in 2026 the High School would commission a new work. The sequence would
then repeat.

Currently the department has communicated to two composers in order to get the process begun,
especially for nationally acclaimed composers who reserve commission series two-three years
out.

Middle School, 2024: Dr. Travis Weller

Dr. Weller, professor of music at Messiah University has been reserved to compose a new work
of music for the Loyalsock Township Middle School 7/8" Grade Band. Dr. Weller’s
commissioning contract is attached for your reference. Dr. Weller’s commissioning rate is $400
per minute of music, with the project parameters stating that the musical work will not exceed 4
minutes and 59 seconds. The composition will be at approximately a 2.5 grade in difficulty. The
maximum fee would be $1,600. Dr. Weller has already stated that he would be willing to travel
to Loyalsock and waive his typical clinician fee since Loyalsock is a potential recruitment school
for his university. Dr. Weller would work with the 7/8" grade band students as well as the high
school band during his composer-in-residence period.

Schick, 2025: Mr. Tyler S. Grant

Tyler S. Grant is an internationally acclaimed, full-time composer. Mr. Grant has been reserved
to compose a new work of music for the Donald E. Schick elementary school for the spring of
2025. Mr. Grant estimated the work to be between 1.5 to 2.5 minutes in length at a 0.5 musical
grade difficulty. Mr. Grant has quoted $3,000 for the composition process, with 25% ($750) due
upfront for reserving the slot in his commissioning schedule. Mr. Grant has stated in



correspondence that his composer-in-residence fee is $500 per day plus per-diem expenses. His
commissioning agreement is attached as well for your reference.

High School, 2025: TBD

Commissioning series are currently non-existent in Lycoming County but there are many
fantastic music programs across the state that have decades of commissioning partnerships for us
to reference. The LTSD band directors would appreciate the opportunity to review any of the
information and work together to bring world-class professionals to the district to teach and
inspire excellence among our students. We are confident that a commission series is another way
that we, as the district, can continue to be the leaders in the county and state in providing
students an unparalleled music education.



