
Director: Students first learn how to express themselves through music at Donald E 
Schick Elementary. In the process of music making students learn that making music 
together requires working together toward a common goal. At Schick Elementary, 
students Kindergarten through 5th grade have a general music class that they attend for 
40 minutes once a week. In addition, our 4th and 5th grade students have extra 
opportunities to pursue 4th or 5th grade chorus and band. 
 
In Kindergarten and 1st grade, students learn their most foundational music skills. 
They learn about steady beat, rhythm, pitch, and how musicians convey their thoughts 
and feelings through music. Their musical experiences help them to build their 
confidence and it teaches them how music can tell stories—even without words! 
 
In 2nd grade, students begin to read music. Students learn notes, rhythms, and other 
specialized musical symbols. Learning how to read, write, and speak with musical 
vocabulary is kind of like learning to learn a new language. Though it may be 
challenging, learning to be fluent in our musical language opens up doors for students 
to connect with each other through music. 
 
In 3rd grade, students dedicate half a year to playing the recorder. Students who start 
by saying “I can’t do it,” or “it’s too hard” learn that with smart, effective and persistent 
practice,  the “I can’t” becomes “I can” and the result is the joy of being able to play 
music and share in musical experiences with other people. From this experience, many 
students choose to sign up the following year for musical curricula such as 4th grade 
chorus and 4th grade band. My colleague Mrs. Emily Brumbaugh is here today to share 
how our band program empowers students here at Schick. 
 
Commission Project 
Good evening. Our elementary band program continues to grow, and tonight we’re 
excited to highlight three ways it’s empowering students in 2024–2025. 
First, the 5th grade band at Schick Elementary had the incredible opportunity to 
commission an original piece of music through our district’s ongoing partnership with 
professional composers. This year’s composer was Tyler S. Grant, and our students 
helped inspire and shape the piece Empire, which premiered in March at the 
Community Arts Center. 
 
Tonight, we’ll hear from a few students who helped bring it to life: 
 
Lincoln (The Beginning):​
Two years ago, our teachers started a new tradition—each band would help create an 
original piece of music. This year, it was our turn. Mr. Grant asked, “What story do you 



want to tell through music?” We shared ideas about bravery, imagination, and 
overcoming challenges. We got to hear early drafts and talk about how the music made 
us feel. 
 
Kiera: (The Premiere):​
This is what inspired the name Empire, a piece about a powerful future shaped by kids 
like us. Mr. Grant came to work with us in person before our big performance. He 
helped us polish the piece, and we even got autographs! We even got one for the 
school board. Then on April 1st, we gave the world premiere of Empire. It was 
unforgettable. 
 
Director: (Reflection):​
This wasn’t just a concert—it was a chance for our students to become creators, not just 
performers. They learned that their voices matter and that music can tell their story. 

 
“Play It Forward” Scholarship 
Another point of pride is our Play It Forward scholarship, funded entirely by our 
Elementary Band Boosters. It provides private lessons for students who show 
dedication but may not have the means. 
Our first recipients: 

●​ Owen Goff, French Horn 
●​ Liam Raifsnider, Percussion 
●​ Kiera George, Saxophone 

They’ve grown as musicians and leaders—raising the bar for their whole ensemble. 
This is what happens when we invest in kids: the impact spreads. 

 
Access & Student Impact 
Finally, I want to speak briefly about access. This year, 40 of our band students are 
playing on district-owned instruments—about 1 in 4. 
For some of these students, band is more than an activity—it’s their reason to come to 
school. It gives them a place to belong, and that connection improves attendance, 
engagement, and confidence. 
We’re grateful for a district that supports equity in the arts and ensures every child has a 
chance to participate. 

 
Director (Closing):​
When students are given opportunity, access, and purpose, they rise. Thank you for 
supporting a music program that lifts every student and creates lasting impact far 
beyond the stage. 
 



 
 
 
 
Hi my name is _________________ and I am a 4th grader at Schick Elementary, and I 
am also a member of both the 4th grade band and 4th grade chorus. Whether students 
wish to write music, sing, play in a band, or just enjoy music on its own, students have 
the tools to do it, understand it, and appreciate it on a deeper level because of their 
music education at Loyalsock Township School District.  
 
One of our favorite songs from our Ireland studies was called “The Rattlin’ Bog.” The 
Rattlin’ Bog is a cumulative song, meaning the song gets longer and faster each time 
that you sing it! Our experience with the Rattlin’ Bog involved singing, movement, 
clapping, and musical instruments. As a thank you for your continued support in our 
music program here at Loyalsock, A few of my classmates and I, are here to perform 
“The Rattlin’ Bog” for you today! We hope you enjoy this fun, upbeat song as much as 
we have!  
 
**RATTLIN’ BOG** 
 
Thank you for supporting the music department. We ask for your continued support so 
that kids like these—and the ones coming after these—can keep learning, creating, and 
loving music. Thank you for your time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


